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Happy New Year to
you all! I hope you
were able to enjoy time
with family and friends
over the holidays. I
always look forward to
a little down time where I can reflect on what has transpired over
the past year, then hope and plan
for the next one to come. I am still
waiting for that down time.
Elected and Appointed Officers
I am very pleased to announce
the FRW 2019 Executive CommitPresident Lorrie Olson
1st Vice President MJ Dodson
tee:
2nd Vice President Joy Connelly
President Lorrie Olson
Secretary Susan Knodell
1st Vice President MJ Dodson
Treasurer Peggy Gray
2nd Vice President Joy Connelly
Parliamentarian Open
Secretary Susan Knodell
Chaplain Betty Mayne
Historian Anita Trone
Treasurer Peggy Gray
Past President Carol Franich
MJ and Joy are serving their second year as 1st and 2nd VP’s and
Peggy moved from Secretary to
Treasurer. Susan is new to the
Message from the President
1 FRW and the Executive Committee.
by Lorrie Olson
Welcome Susan and thank you for
FRW Activities
2-4 your commitment towards the success of the FRW.
Wreaths Across America
5
Our
annual
Christmas/
Installation/
Installation
party
was
an
amazing
6-7
Christmas Party
event — from the table linens and
decorations, to the catered holiday
Susan Knodell
7 meal and the awesome raffle prizes.
Biography of our new Secretary
Congratulations to Pam Duckering,
who won the Trumpy Bear door
Post-election Message from the
NvFRW president.
7 prize. I expect next year we will
by Diane Baranowski
kick it up another notch! My sinFRW Sponsor Ads
8-9 cere thanks to all the ladies of the
FRW who made it such a special
Opinion: Enough With Bashing
evening.
Carbon Dioxide, The Good Gas
10
Membership forms and payby Carl Fishel
ments are rolling in. If you have
already renewed, thank you so
Opinion: Key Facts on Nevada’s
Spending Problems
11 much for your continued support.
If you keep meaning to write that
by Ron Knecht
check out, please do as soon as posCalendar of Events
12 sible. We are working hard to reMembership Application

tain current members, while we try
to attract new ones. The NvFRW
has established membership goals
that we try extremely hard to meet.
We did it in 2018 and I expect we
will again in 2019.
Our newly elected and re-elected
Republican officials were just sworn
in to serve their posts. It was a very
disappointing result, but we still
have a few out there that need our
continued support. With 2019 being
a legislative year, we can expect to
see bills that will negatively impact
our conservative values as well as
our constitutional rights, particularly in regard to bearing arms.
So, this is not a down year. In
fact, we need to organize and work
as hard as ever to protect our rights
and to get more Republicans voted
into office in 2020.
Thank you for your continued
support.
Lorrie Olson
President
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October 13, 2018 • NvFRW Board of Director’s meeting • El Dorado Resort Casino • FRW members who attended were Anita
Trone, Peggy Gray and Joy Hidek (not pictured)
Below right: On behalf of Lorrie Olson, Peggy Gray attended the President’s meeting

October 17, 2018 • FRW Meeting 2018 • Left: Bill Snyder, North Lyon County Fire District, discussed the district’s request for a 5 cent tax increase on the November ballot.
Above: Bill Snyder, Joy Connelly, Kim Paxton, Lorrie Olson and Peggy Gray

Like us on Facebook: Fernley Republican Women
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October 24, 2018 • Final Fernley Day of Action • Get Out The Vote • Laurie Swank, Rick Jones, Anita Trone and Josh Skaggs.

October 26, 2018 • Adam Laxalt Meet and Greet • WigWam,
Fernley • Top Two Photos left: Wonderful crowd waiting for
Adam Laxalt to arrive. Above: Richard Gray, Mary
Fimbres, Joy Connelly, Adam Laxalt, Anita Trone, Betty
Mayne, Judy Williams and Peggy Gray. Above Right: Adam Laxalt, candidate for Nevada Governor, addresses the
crowd. Right: Anita Trone, Adam Laxalt and
Matt Rosborg.

Check out our website: fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
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October 27, 2018 • Vice President Mike Pence Rally • Carson City • FRW volunteered to staff the event. Top left: Vice President Mike
Pence; Top Right: Vice President Mike Pence and U. S. Senator Dean Heller; Above left: Lorrie Olson,
Judy Williams, Peggy Gray and Carol Franich; Above right: Sandy Markoe, Peggy Gray, Anita Trone and Lorrie Olson.

Trump
Rally in
Las Vegas
Photo by
Josh
Skaggs

November 21, 2018 • FRW Meeting • Steve Ranson, Editor Emeritus, Lahontan Valley News, presented an interesting program on veterans issues. L to R: Peggy Gray, Kim Paxton, Lorrie Olson, Steve Ranson, MJ Dodson and Joy Connelly.

Like us on Facebook: Fernley Republican Women
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Once again, on December 15, 2018, appreciative Americans placed wreaths on graves at veterans cemeteries all across
America. Each ceremony was timed to coincide with the laying of wreaths at Arlington Cemetery in Washington D. C. The
Fernley Republican Women participated by welcoming attendees, providing snacks and laying wreaths. Almost 2,500 people
braved the frigid weather to attend the ceremony at the Northern Nevada Veterans Memorial Cemetery (NNVMC) in Fernley. The FRW and the Nevada Federation of Republican Women joined the community and succeeded in purchasing enough
wreaths to place one on each grave site at NNVMC in Fernley - almost 9,000.

M J Dodson, Lorrie Olson, Darlene Ruedy & Anita Trone

Kim and Mike Paxton

Peggy Gray, Judy Williams & Betty Mayne

Julianne Colombe and Cindy O’Toole

Pam & Russ Duckering

Brenda Robertson (left) and Janet Freixas (right) - both from
Douglas County Republican Women & Anita Trone (center)

Check out our website: fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
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The Fernley Republican Women held their annual Christmas/Installation Dinner on December 18th
at the Golf Club at Fernley. The Honorable Judge Leon Aberasturi administered the Oath of Office to
the incoming officers. The officers for 2019 are Lorrie Olson, President; MJ Dodson, 1st Vice President;
Joy Connelly, 2nd Vice President; Susan Knodell, Secretary; and Peggy Gray, Treasurer. Approximately 60 guests were on hand to congratulate the new officers. There was only one new officer, Susan
Knodell, this year and her biography is on page 7.

Newly installed officers: Treasurer Peggy Gray, Secretary Susan Knodell,
2nd VP Joy Connelly, 1st VP M J Dodson, President Lorrie Olson & Judge Leon Aberasturi,
who installed our 2019 Officers.

Like us on Facebook: Fernley Republican Women
The Right Side of FERNLEY

Volume 14, Issue 1

Page 7

Christmas Committee: L to R, Lorrie Olson, Co-chair Joy Connelly, Co-Chair MJ Dodson, Hester Anderson, Tracy Blunier and Betty Mayne.

I was born and raised in Petoskey,
Michigan. I have one younger sister.
Growing up in northern Michigan gave
me an appreciation of the outdoors. I
spent summers exploring our rural area on horseback.
After graduating from high school, I
attended Central Michigan University
for my Bachelor’s degree. My decision to pursue a
career in Audiology was strongly influenced by my
parents, both of whom have severe to profound hearing losses. In 1995, I earned a Master’s degree from
Wayne State University’s School of Medicine. After
working as the sole Audiologist for three different
hospitals, I accepted an opportunity to work for Detroit Public Schools.
November 8, 2018
Hello, my fellow Republican Women,
Where do I begin? I think for all of us the shock of
Tuesday night's returns will take a few days to wear off
- if it ever does - as we all absorb the awful landscape
of friends and promising candidates and sterling and
proven ELECTEDS who were just plowed under. I'm
having the same conversations that I know you are how could it have happened to our best and brightest? How do we continue? What can we accomplish?
Where do we begin?
I just want to say to all of you that I KNOW what
you have been doing for months and months - the
checks you have written, the days away from family
walking and talking to complete strangers, the endless
fundraisers that you have attended when you had no
more cash to give but just wanted to show up and show
your support, the phone calling that seemed futile but
you were persuaded that it could be effective. Everyone saw us Republican Women working EVERYWHERE!
And you need to know how proud I am to be the

Chef Ryan Brunton

In 1997, the Detroit Redwings won the Stanley Cup
after a 40 year drought. It was during the victory parade that I met my husband, Mark. We were married
in 1998 and still today are die hard hockey fans. Over
the past 20 years we have lived in four states following
Mark’s career opportunities. Along the way we have
welcomed the birth of our two sons, Jack and Peter.
In 2013, we moved to Fernley.
It has been wonderful moving back to a small town
to raise our boys. I enjoy golf, Cowboy Fast Draw,
and continue my passion for horses with mounted
shooting. Our boys keep me equally busy with their
school and sport schedules.
As a new member of the Fernley Republican Women, I am honored and excited to serve as secretary in
2019.
President of such an organization of
dedicated, informed women. I keep
learning so much from so many of you
and I am grateful and proud to be a
leader among leaders. We can be sick
and sorry for the tragic outcome, but
we know we did every single thing we
could possibly have done for the good
and just cause of Republican ideals and
principles. I believe that we all saw unfortunate decisions being made by some campaigns
that we wanted to advise against, but we kept silent. So
much was completely out of our control, but we gave
the very best we had for so many months in so many
ways. And for that we should be proud and satisfied.
We will all need some time to mourn the meaning of
these very real losses and find a way to strategize a
comeback with solutions. We will keep working and
talking together and not give up.
I am glad to be in this with you, my friends.
Sincerely,
Diane Baranowski
President Nevada Federation of Republican Women

Check out our website: fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
The Right Side of FERNLEY
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We welcome advertising in The Right Side of Fernley.
For more information, contact Cindy O’Toole at
c-otoole@sbcglobal.net.
Our newsletter is published quarterly and distributed throughout northern Nevada.
Business card size ads are available for $25 per year.
In addition to the newsletter, your ad will be featured on our website: fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
and on our FACEBOOK page. What a bargain!!!!
The Fernley Republican Women encourage our readers to support the businesses that support us.
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MJ Dodson

Independent Beauty Consultant
658 Palomino Dr.
Fernley, NV 89408
775-750-5394
mdodson@marykay.com
www.marykay/mdodson
Discover What You Love ™
Book a party with 2 or more friends and receive your free gift!

SECURING AMERICA
FOR OVER 25 YEARS

FERNLEY REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S
MISSION STATEMENT
Fernley Republican Women is a group of women (and men as associate members) who share
similar conservative values and ideals, and who
are dedicated to increasing the influence and
effectiveness of women in the cause of good
government through political education and
active political participation.
Why drive to Reno when there is TOP QUALITY CHIROPRACTIC CARE in Fernley?
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The recent months have brought articles from
many people who seem to know little about CO2 other than what Al Gore and environmentalists on some
governmental payroll have to say about it. One could
have some knowledge about CO2 had they taken biology in high school, if it’s even taught in Nevada anymore. Oh that CO2 —sustenance to the entire plant
kingdom, foundation of the world food chain, basis of
all life on Earth — is poison. Even a tiny increment
— the little bit that we produce by burning ‘fossil
fuels’ (nature produces 33 times more) — is quite
enough to give the planet a fever. Civilization — survival even —is on the line. Catastrophe looms. Emergency worldwide reforms are imperative. Yes, they,
the United Nations and environmentalists, will impoverish millions to limit CO2, but it must be done. This
is the catastrophic, ‘anthropogenic’ global warming
(CAGW) hypothesis. The CAGW insists it’s settled
science, however, there is no science about it. Therefore it is not settled. Why would anyone want to destroy the very sustenance the entire plant life on
earth? Where are you “plant based” dieters going to
get your food? Where are any of us going to get food,
since all animal life consumes plant life? Plants also
provide us with our oxygen.
A few other basic biology facts: The atmosphere
consists of approximate 78% nitrogen, the major
source of fertilizer; and 20.9% oxygen. That leaves
1.1% of the atmosphere to argon and CO2. Maybe we
should demonize argon. After all, there is more of it
than CO2 and its known use is neon lights, welding
and window insulation.
A few facts about Albert Gore Sr. and Albert Gore
Jr.: Albert Gore Sr. was a farmer about 40 miles east
of Nashville, Tennessee, where he met Armand Hammer. They became business partners. Hammer
founded and headed Occidental Petroleum, the 3rd
largest energy company in the world. Gore Sr. then
became a United States Senator and sat on the board
of Occidental Petroleum. Gore Sr. lost his Senate
seat in 1972 and was appointed the head of Island
Creek Coal Co. by Hammer. Gore Jr. grew up in a
lavish lifestyle, supported by dirty carbon. He studied
journalism in collage, not science. Gore Jr. was heavily criticized by environmentalists for his stock holdings in Occidental, which he then sold. He did not
donate it; he bought a larger wallet to hold the cash.
What’s the difference environmentalists?
Scientists, during the nineties bored deep into the
Arctic ice and obtained data by studying bubbles in
the Antarctic ice cores — 650,000 years of fluctuating
CO2 concentrations and atmospheric temperatures.
By examining the ice core dating back over thousands
of years, they found that at every glacial termination,
temperature rises first, and then — with an average
lag of 800 years — a rise the CO2 concentrations.
The Right Side of

This is known as the CO2 lag. All of the scientific
studies that have examined the Antarctic ice-cores
concur. Here is a sampling:
Fischer, H., Wahlen, M., Smith, J., Mastroianni, D., & Deck, B. (1999). Ice Core Records of
Atmospheric CO2 Around the Last Three
Glacial Terminations. Science, 283, 1712 –
1714.
Mudelsee, M. (2001). The phase relations
among atmospheric CO2 content, temperature
and global ice volume over the past 420 ka.
Quaternary Science Reviews, 20, 583-589.
Caillon, N., Severinghaus, J., Jouzel, P., Barnola, J.-M., Kang, J., & Lipenkov, V. Y.
(2003). Timing of atmospheric C02 and Antarctic temperature changes across Termination III. Science, 299, 1728-1731.
Siegenthaler U. et al. (2005). Stable Carbon
Cycle–Climate Relationship During the Late
Pleistocene. Science, 310(5752), 1313-1317.
The United Nations approved, Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) advised, Nobellaureate, Oscar-winning movie presented the key
piece of evidence backwards. The Antarctic ice-core
record contains exactly zero evidence to support that
CO2 matters to major temperature changes. This key
evidence supports, in fact, the opposite claim: that
CO2 concentrations are a consequence—not a
cause—of temperature changes.
Confronted with real science, Gore smirks and
says “Most ridiculous thing I ever heard.” His audience laughs. We, the science believers, are called
“deniers” and demonized.
Carl Fishel is a Sparks resident.

Editors note: Thanks to Carl Fishel for allowing us to reprint his article
and Antonio Branco for allowing us to use his cartoon at no charge. See
more of Mr. Branco’s work at http://www.ComicallyIncorrect.com.

FERNLEY

Page 11

Volume 14, Issue 1

This is the first of a
series of columns summarizing my Controller’s
Annual Report (CAR) for
fiscal year 2018 (FY18).
Based on the state’s official books and records,
the CAR provides Nevada citizens, officials and
others a summary of key
facts, data, analysis and
issues addressing Nevada’s fiscal condition

and policy challenges.
Here’s the bottom line: Over the last dozen years,
state spending has grown faster than Nevada’s economy, thus imposing an ever larger real burden on Nevada families and businesses, whose real incomes declined
over that time.
Rapid increases in spending on health and social
services (HSS) and K-12 education are driving state
spending growth. HSS and education (K12 and higher)
grew to comprise 79 percent of total state spending of
$12.827 billion in FY18, while all other state spending
in total declined significantly in real terms.
In FY18, HSS consumed $5.844 billion (46 percent
of total state spending), with K-12 education taking
$2.344 billion (18 percent) and higher education adding
$1.911 billion (15 percent). Their growth totaled
$5.360 billion, or 93 percent of the growth of $5.761
billion in total state spending.
All other activities – law enforcement, justice, public
safety, transportation, unemployment insurance, general government, regulation, resources, etc. – spent
$2.729 billion, or 21 percent of the total. While this
total increased 17 percent in nominal dollars, the real
per-person spending fell by 25 percent.
With population growing 22 percent since 2006 and
inflation of 28 percent, real per-person HSS spending
grew 70 percent and real per-student state K-12 outlays
rose 24 percent. Real per person transportation spending increased seven percent and real higher education
outlays fell six percent. As a result, HSS and K-12 by
themselves accounted for 82 percent, or the lion’s share
of the increases. Remaining spending on a wide range
of government functions fell 34 percent in real per person terms.
In contrast to the 70 percent and 24 percent growth
rates ion HSS and K-12, the real per person incomes of
Nevada families and business (personal income) fell six
percent and the Nevada economy (gross state product)
dropped 15 percent.
Because state spending grew while incomes shrank,
the burden on Nevadans skyrocketed 81 percent for
HSS, 29 percent for K-12 and 24 percent for total state
spending. It was constant for higher education and it
fell 20 percent for all remaining spending, including
transportation.
The Right Side of

This is quite contrary to the popular myths and narratives one hears from advocates and special interests
related to HSS and K-12. They moan endlessly about
budget cuts, which means their wish list requests were
prudently trimmed back by the budgeting process. Or
they trumpet ridiculous hyperbole, such as the claim a
few years ago of a Reno Assemblyman that on his
watch he witnessed the systematic destruction of K-12.
At the time, K-12 spending had grown faster than even
HSS.
Advocates and special interests spewing out such
claims either have no idea of the facts or cynically don’t
care and just blather such false narratives hoping to
advance their cause at the expense of the public interest. Next time you hear their claims, ask them to be
specific and to document them. They can’t.
Some other key facts on state spending I will address in critical detail in future columns include the
following:
The single largest item in state spending is Medicaid,
which sucked up $3.772 billion due to Nevada’s embrace of Obamacare provisions a few years ago. That’s
64.5 percent of total HSS outlays.
The second largest item is state contributions to
county school districts via the Distributive School Account, which reached $1.618 billion in FY18. That’s 69
percent of state K-12 funds.
Large increases in higher education tuition, fees,
grants, contracts and “self-supporting” operations
(meal plans, housing, ticket sales, etc.) offset decreases
in spending from the state general fund.
There are no meaningful trends in transportation
spending, which is
mainly episodic capital investment. Nor in
unemployment insurance, which is driven
by economic trends
and federal policy.
The tax-and-spend
folks claim Nevada
has a revenue problem, because they
want to increase taxes
to continue aggressively raising spending.
They are fundamentally wrong: Revenues
and sound public policy
should
govern
(limit) spending; spending should not drive up revenues.
Ron Knecht has served as Nevada Controller, a higher
education regent, a legislator and an economist. He can
be reached at RonKnecht@aol.com.
Editors note: Thanks to Ron Knecht for allowing us to reprint his article
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Meetings are held at the Fernley High School Library, 1300 Highway 95A in Fernley. At 6:00 p.m.,
we gather for a bite to eat. Our program for the evening starts promptly at 6:30 p.m.
For more information, contact President Lorrie Olson • llflolson3@yahoo.com.

January 15, 2019
FRW Meeting
Nick Vander Poel, Capital Partners, LLC
5¢ for Fernley

February 19, 2019
FRW Meeting
Jennifer Baker
Speaker, Author, Political Consultant

January 19, 2019
NvFRW Southern Nevada Leadership
Training, Las Vegas

March 9, 2019
Churchill County Republican
Lincoln Day Dinner
Fallon Convention Center
Speaker: Secretary of State
Barbara Cegavske

January 26, 2019
NvFRW Northern Nevada Leadership
Silver Legacy-Silver Baron E
9 a.m—3 p.m. (lunch included)
February 2, 2019
Lyon County Republican
Lincoln Day Dinner
Pioneer Crossing, Yerington
Speaker: National Committeewoman
Michele Fiore
February 4, 2019
Beginning of the 80th
Session of the Nevada Legislature
Carson City

March 19, 2019
FRW Meeting
Gary J. Duarte, Director
US Nuclear Energy Foundation
Rebranding Nuclear Technology
April 4, 2019
Legislative Day, Carson City
Legislative Building, Room 3100,
1 to 4 p.m.,
meet with legislators as they visit with
NvFRW regarding bills in the 80th Session
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April 5, 2019
Campaign Management School,
Airport Plaza, Reno
April 12&13, 2019
NvFRW Spring Membership/Board of
Directors Meeting
South Point Hotel, Las Vegas
April 16, 2019
FRW Meeting
Speaker to be announced
May 21, 2019
FRW Meeting
Speaker to be announced
May 27, 2019
Memorial Day Ceremony
Northern Nevada Veterans
Memorial Cemetery
July 4, 2019
4th of July
Parade and Booth

