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     I thought 
writing the last 
message was 
difficult, but 
this is even 
harder.  Every 
day, I wonder 
what will hap-
pen next.   

     Unfortunately, the 4th of Ju-
ly activities were cancelled, 
along with so many other 
things.  It is a difficult time to be 
president of the FRW, because 
the future is so 
uncertain.  I have 
not heard if we 
will have a cam-
paign office, but 
will try to find 
out.  Now that 
Josh Skaggs is no 
longer with the 
campaign, my di-
rect line for infor-
mation is gone. 
    We have had two meetings 
electronically using GoToMeet-
ing.  Many of you were not on 
either due to technical problems 
or by choice for a multitude of 
reasons.  I sincerely hope we do 
not have to meet that way again, 
but time will tell.  Our May 
GoToMeeting was a candidate 
forum for Lyon County Com-
mission candidates.  It went 
very well and I would like to 
thank Campaign Chair Peggy 
Gray for excellent work under 
very difficult circumstances.  At 
our June meeting, we were to 
have Melissa Clement of Neva-
da Right To Life, however, her 

father passed away and his fu-
neral was on that day.  We will 
try to reschedule her for later in 
the year. 
        The Nevada Republican 
Convention was held on Satur-
day, June 13th.  A few attended 
in Lake Tahoe, but most of us 
attended via Zoom.  Some of 
you attended both ways.  There 
were plenty of technical issues, 
but we made it through in 8-1/2 
hours.  Congratulations to Lor-
rie Olson and Robin Titus, who 

were elected delegates to the Na-
tional Convention and to Scott 
Keller who was elected as an 
alternate.  Michele Fiore was re-
elected National Committee-
woman and Jim DeGraffenreid 
was elected National Committee 
man.  Some resolutions, a by-
laws change and the platform 
were all adopted.  Those should 
be posted on the state website.   
     As you know, we have decid-
ed to move forward with the 
membership reception.  It will 
be held outside at Out of Town 
Park in Fernley on July 21, 
2020, our normal Tuesday 
night.  See details below.  Hope-

Continued on page #2 
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fully, you have already RSVP’d, but if not, give 
Peggy Gray a call and see if she can get you in.  
We will have a silent auction to help raise funds.  
Please bring something that we can put into our 
silent auction. 
     We are hoping to start our live meetings again 
in August, however, we will not know, for sure, 
until Governor Sisolak opens things up a little 
more.  Also, we have to check with Fernley High 
School to see if we will be able to use the library.  
Stay tuned.  More information is coming about 
that as soon as possible. 
     Our garage sale was scheduled for August 7th 

and 8th, however, the Basque Fry is scheduled for 
August 8th and some of us would like to attend.  
We have rescheduled the garage sale for August 
14th and 15th at the home of Judy and Paul Wil-
liams.  Please continue to collect items for the sale. 
     We decided to try to sell items on our website 
(fernleyrepublicanwomen.com), since we are not 
selling anything right now.  If you would like to 
purchase anything, please contact Judy Williams.  
Her number is on the website.   I have purchased 
some Trump 2020 masks and hope to have them at 
the membership reception.  They will be $10.00 
each. 

Anita Trone, President 

President’s Report Continued  

http://www.fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
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     The Fernley Republican Women’s organization 
was founded in 2005 and received its charter from 
the National Federation of Republican Women 
(NFRW) on January 1, 2006.  Peggy Gray was the 
founding President and she served from the begin-
ning through 2009.  Since then, the following have 
been President:   

Anita Trone—2010 and 2011 
Connie Stevens—2012 and 2013 

Anita Trone— 2014 and 2015 
Carol Franich—2016 and 2017 
Lorrie Olson—2018 and 2019 

Anita Trone—2020   
     I am hoping that some of you will consider run-
ning for offices in our organization.  It is an ex-
tremely rewarding experience and I have person-
ally grown each time I have served.    
     I attended my first NvFRW convention in 2009.  
At that convention, the FRW was presented with a 

silver achievement award.  I remember how 
proud we were to receive that award.  At the con-
ventions in 2011 and 2013, the FRW was present-
ed with a Gold award.  We really thought that as a 
small club, a Gold Award would be the best we 
could do.  However, in 2015, 2017 and 2019, we 
received the top Diamond Achievement Award.  
That is pretty amazing for a club our size.   
     I am proud of our club and its members and 
associates.  This has been a very difficult year and 
we have had to adapt to the COVID crisis by hav-
ing some of our meetings electronically, but the 
members of the club have stepped up and made 
great things happen.  You are all stars and I sin-
cerely appreciate your efforts. 
 

Anita Trone 
President 

 

http://www.fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
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     Most of us know Vida Keller 
and are quite familiar with all 
the different hats she wears.  
But have you met Mema Kel-
ler?   
     Vida is fortunate enough to 
have her daughter Jennifer and 
her 3 busy grandkids living 
next door.  As you can imagine, 
particularly in a small town, 3 
kids can quickly turn into 30; 
at least it seems that way.  Be-
fore you know it, you are rush-
ing to Costco for the jumbo 
packs, of everything!  Vida be-
came Mema and is “grandma” 
to them all.     
     When Mema realized there 
was not going to be a gradua-

tion ceremony or activities for the 2020 graduates 
of Silver Stage High School, she herself sprang into 
action.  Mema did not have any of her own grand-
kids graduating this year, but she did have a few of 
her “other kids.”  She wanted the 2020 graduation 
to be as special as possible for all the graduates so 
for just a few moments they could forget the ills of 
the world and focus on their accomplishments and 
their future.   
     So Mema did what she does best, she picked up 
her phone and started making calls.  She called 
everyone she knew would share the enthusiasm she 
shared with Principle Peters and his entire staff.  
They wanted to host a graduation extravaganza so 
the kids could celebrate themselves.  Mema Keller 
made sure there were  “Hollywood” lights, a pro-
fessional photographer, and a red carpet which led 

the graduate to a stage where they could walk to 
get their diplomas.  Mind you, this was all set-up in 
the high school parking lot.  Who says we cannot 
social distance in the rurals?    
     Mema was very proud to inform that in two, yes 
just two hours, she solicited $2,000 in donations to 
cover all the costs of the graduation event.  She was 
even prouder when she tallied the checks and 
found she actually received $3,100 in donations.  
The moral of that story is to call Mema when you 
need to raise money; just kidding Vida! 
     The event was spectacular, truly an extravagan-
za.  The graduates were thrilled; they had a reason 
to celebrate!  The parking lot was so bright, they 
must have been able to see the lights all the way 
from Reno.  Unbeknownst to Mema, Sara Perez, 
her neighbor and 2020 graduate, was the recipient 
of the Fernley Republican Women’s annual schol-
arship.  Congratulations Sara! 
     Vida provided the list of donors so that we could 
acknowledge them for their hasty and unwavering 
support.   
      
Sincere thanks and gratitude go out to: 
 John and Lynda Stevens 
 Dan Shore, 95A Holdings 
 Dan Shore, RAGGS QOZB, Inc. 
 Lorrie Olson, FRW 
 Mitch Olson, Quality Auto 
 Corrado DeGasperis, Comstock Mining 
 Greg Johnson, SAMSARG, Inc. 
 Doug and Mandy Bennett 
 Eddie Lorton 
 Scott Keller, Keller Construction 
 Vida Keller, Chair, Lyon County Commission 
 

Vida Keller 
FRW 1st Vice President 

and Lyon County  
Commissioner 

Silver Stage High School graduation on June 4, 2020 
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     The Fernley Republican Women (FRW) is 
pleased to announce its 2020 scholarship in the 
amount of $500 has been awarded to Sara Pe-
rez, a graduate of Silver Stage High School in 
Silver Springs.  Sara also earned her Associate 
of Science Degree from Western Nevada Col-
lege.  In addition to her academic and sports 
achievements, Sara has volunteered at Renown 
Hospital and the Silver Springs animal center 

as well as at special events in Silver Springs throughout her high school 
years. 
     Sara will be pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree at the University of 
Nevada, Reno, eventually enter a doctorate program to earn her PhD, 
and begin a career in the field of healthcare administration. 
     Sara was selected from a group of deserving, high achieving young 
women in Fernley and Silver Springs. 

Unbeknownst to the Scholarship Commit-

tee, Sara lives next door to our 1st Vice 

President, Vida Keller.  This photo was 

from Sara’s graduation ceremony. 

Suffrage Parade in New York City 1912 

http://www.fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/suffragette-parade-nyc
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     The Republican Party pioneered the right of 
women to vote and was consistent in its support 
throughout the long campaign for acceptance. It was 
the first major party to advocate equal rights for 
women and the principle of equal pay for equal 
work.  
     The Women’s Rights Convention held in Seneca 
Falls, N.Y., in 1848 marked the beginning of the 
women’s suffrage movement in the United States. 
Two years later there was a nationwide meeting in 
Worcester, Mass.  
     By 1870, the Massachusetts Republican State 
Convention had already seated two suffragists, Lucy 
Stone and Mary A. Livermore, as delegates. In addi-
tion, the National Republican Convention of 1872 
approved a resolution favoring the admission of 
women to “wider fields of usefulness” and added 
that “the honest demand of this class of citizens for 
additional rights … should be treated with respectful 
consideration.”  
     Wyoming, the state that pioneered women’s suf-
frage, sent two women, Therese A. Jenkins and Cora 
G. Carleton, to the 1892 Republican Convention in 
Minneapolis as alternate delegates. This was the first 
time women were seated at a Republican National 
Convention. 
     This convention was also the first to be addressed 
by a woman, J. Ellen Foster, chairman of the Wom-
en’s Republican Association of the United States. A 

strong believer in organization, Foster said her asso-
ciation had prepared work plans for women’s in-
volvement in national politics. Copies were given to 
each delegate and alternate. “We are here to help 
you,” she declared, “and we are here to stay.”  
     At the request of Susan B. Anthony, Sen. A.A. 
Sargent, a Republican from California, introduced 
the 19th Amendment in 1878. Sargent’s amendment 
(also known as the Susan B. Anthony Amendment) 
was defeated four times by a Democrat-controlled 
Senate. When the Republican Party regained control 
of Congress in 1919, the Equal Suffrage Amendment 
finally passed the House in May of that year and in 
the Senate in June.  
     When the Amendment was submitted to the 
states, 26 of the 36 states that ratified it had Republi-
can legislatures. Of the nine states that voted against 
ratification, eight were Democratic. Twelve states, all 
Republican, had given women full suffrage before 
the federal amendment was ratified.  
     On August 18, 1920, Tennessee became the 36th 
and final state needed to ratify the amendment. The 
U.S. Secretary of State certified the amendment on 
Aug. 26, 1920. 
 
Source: Office of the Co-Chairman, Republican Na-
tional Committee 

http://www.fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
http://www.gop.com/
http://www.gop.com/
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     At the birth of the nation, married women did 
not possess individual political rights. Their legal 
status was “under the cover” of their husband, 
thus while citizens, they did not have the same 
rights awarded to their male peers. Nearly seventy 
years passed before women sought an independent 
political voice at women’s rights conventions in 
New York and Ohio. For the majority of states, 
women did not win enfranchisement until the ear-
ly 20th century. The western states were the first 
to grant women the right to vote. 
     The Nevada constitution, accepted in 1864, gave 
the right to vote only to white men. The passage of 
the Fifteenth Amendment in 1870 opened the vote 

to black men, but 
women of all races 
would wait. In 1869, 
a representative from 
Storey County, Cur-
tis J. Hillyer, intro-
duced a bill to allow 
women the vote. He 
argued that women 
possessed at least as 
much intelligence as 
men, they followed 
the same laws, paid 
the same taxes, and 
most importantly 

would introduce a new standard of public morality 
to the political process. Both houses of the Nevada 
legislature passed the amendment that year, but it 
failed to pass two years later during the constitu-
tionally mandated second vote. Forty years passed 
before suffrage became an issue again in the state. 
     Several women played instrumental roles in 
winning the vote for Ne-
vada women. Nevada na-
tive Anne Martin played a 
decisive role in Nevada’s 
second suffrage cam-
paign. A veteran of the 
fight for suffrage in Brit-
ain, she returned to Reno 
in 1911 and led the Neva-
da Equal Franchise Socie-
ty to a winning, county-by
-county strategy to gain 
the vote. 
     Bird Wilson, a lawyer practicing in Goldfield, 

oversaw the suffrage cam-
paign in southern Nevada. 
She wrote, “Women Under 
Nevada Law,” a pamphlet 
that was sent around the 
state as suffrage material. 
No suffrage organization 
existed in Las Vegas until 
Delphine Squires, active in 
women’s social organiza-
tions and co-publisher of 
the Las Vegas Age, agreed 
to serve as the local contact 
to coordinate suffrage 
speakers. While Squires 
agreed that women should 

vote, she felt it should 
be achieved diplomati-
cally and not in the 
more radical ways of 
Martin and Wilson. De-
spite her discomfort she 
played an integral part 
in bring woman suf-
frage to Nevada. 
     On November 3, 
1914, the general vote 
was taken to decide 
whether Nevada women 
would be allowed the vote. It took several days for 
the results to be tallied, but the amendment passed 
with the margin of victory coming from rural re-
gions of the state. Women in Nevada voted for the 
first time in local races in 1915 and in statewide 
races in 1916. 
     Women gained the right to vote nationally with 
the 19th Amendment to the constitution ratified in 
1920. 
     For more information on Nevada woman suf-
frage and Anne Martin see: Anne Howard, The 
Long Campaign: A Biography of Anne Mar-
tin (Nevada: University of Nevada Press, 1985). 
 
Reprint from The Women in Nevada History Legacy digital Pro-
ject.  The Women in Nevada History Legacy Digital Project com-
bines several research projects that spanned over twenty years. 
Visitors will find biographic information in text, image, audio, and 
video that fills in major gaps in the history of women’s participa-
tion in the development of the state.  Intentionally, a large portion 
of the material is of women in the southern part of the state and the 
Las Vegas Valley specifically.  This resource is intended for use by 
those teaching and learning about women’s activities in the state.  

Anne Martin 

Bird Wilson 

Curtis J. Hillyer Delphine Squires 

http://www.fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
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CANDIDATE ADS: 

 

The FRW does not support one 
Republican candidate over another 
when more than one is running for 

the same office. 
All ads are paid for by the candi-

dates.  No endorsement is implied. 
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We welcome advertising in The Right Side of Fernley. 
For more information, contact Cindy O’Toole at  

c-otoole@sbcglobal.net. 
Our newsletter is published quarterly and distributed through-

out northern Nevada.  
Business card size ads are available for $25 per year.   

In addition to the newsletter, your ad will be featured on our 
website:  fernleyrepublicanwomen.com  

and on our FACEBOOK page. What a bargain!!!! 
 

The Fernley Republican Women encourage our readers to support the 
businesses that support us.  Ads are on this and the following page. 
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July 17, 2020 
NvFRW Regent’s Meeting and Reception 

South Point Hotel 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
July 18, 2020 

NvFRW Board of Directors Meeting 
South Point Hotel 

Las Vegas, NV 
 

July 21, 2020 
FRW Membership Reception 

Fernley Out of Town Park 
 

August 14 & 15, 2020 
FRW Garage Sale 

1105 Sage Street, Fernley 

August 18, 2020 
FRW Meeting 

Speaker and location to be announced 
 

September 15, 2020 
FRW Meeting 

Speaker to be announced 
 

October 20, 2020 
FRW Meeting 

Speaker to be announced 
2021 Officer Nominations 

 
October 17-30, 2020 

Early voting 
 
 

November 3, 2020 
General Election 

 
November 17, 2020 

FRW Meeting 
Speaker to be announced 

2021 Officer Elections 
 

December 15, 2020 
FRW Christmas Party/ 

Installation Dinner 
Location to be announced 

Meetings are held at the Fernley High School Library, 1300 Highway 95A in Fernley.  At 6:00 p.m.,  
we gather for a bite to eat.  Our program for the evening starts promptly at 6:30 p.m.   

For more information, contact President Anita Trone • anitatrone@gmail.com. 

FERNLEY REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S MISSION STATEMENT 
Fernley Republican Women is a group of women (and men as associate members) who share similar conservative values and 
ideals, and who are dedicated to increasing the influence and effectiveness of women in the cause of good government 
through political education and active political participation. 



The Right Side of  FERNLEY 

Volume 15, Issue 3 Page 12 

     America’s institutions of 
learning OUGHT to be the 
sanctuary of academic free-
dom, where the principle of 
“the free flow of ideas” 
reigns supreme and the 
mind is esteemed as inviola-
ble.  Sadly, however, and to 
the detriment of America as 
a free nation, the free-
thought-killing pestilence of 
socialist ideology has estab-

lished absolute power over the nation’s academic 
delivery system, and has done to it what absolute 
power does, corrupted public education ABSO-
LUTELY.   
     The socialist take-over of the schooling of 
America has altered the objective of the class-
room from education to “RE-EDUCATION,” 
the goal of which is to inculcate in students an 
allegiance to socialism and a loathing for Ameri-
can culture.  Before our eyes, we are witnessing 
an ideological mind-grab by way of academic in-
doctrination.  Radical professors like Ward 
Churchill, who despise everything that this coun-
try stands for, are indicting America by crimi-
nalizing American history, that is, 
by rewriting it to read like a “rap 
sheet.”  It is through the re-
education of their students that so-
cialist instructors aim to reinvent 
America as a socialist society. 
     Freedom of speech was the first 
casualty of socialism on campus.  
Since its advocates attained domi-
nance there, they have declared ac-
ademic censorship against all ex-
pressions of pro-American opinion.  
Any student who attempts to defy 
their directive is subjected to fero-
cious acts of “in-your-face” intimi-
dation and is hounded into silence 
under withering assaults of socialist 
derision.  The title of David Horo-
witz’ book, “One-Party Class-
room,”—written specifically to op-

pose the foregoing state of affairs—captures the 
picture perfectly. 
     The academic years of life are the anchoring 
years of thought-formation, when students are 
gathering and assembling the contents of their 
learning into values to live by.  That is why the 
mind-masters of socialism see the campus as 
“made to order” for the implantation of socialist 
sentiments.  The cadre of political activists they 
indoctrinate on campus, in turn, indoctrinate 
“the masses.” 
     The masses, that virtually shoulder-lifted 
Barack Obama up to the pinnacle of political 
power, serve to warn that the pestilence of social-
ism has metastasized from the classroom out into 
every nook and cranny of American society.  But 
be assured that socialist ideologues are not rest-
ing on the laurels of their conquest of the cam-
pus.  Rather, they are now working to stir up 
“class consciousness” in the mood of the masses, 
and to parlay that mood into political authority 
over the life of every American citizen.   
     Every Republican needs to understand that 
the greater causal agent of our recent defeat was 
THE MASSES, the progenies of socialist indoc-
trination.  For that reason—and for the survival 
of our two-party system—we must reinstate the 
sovereignty of academic freedom so that the 
principle of “THE FREE FLOW OF IDEAS” 
will, once again, reign supreme in the classrooms 
of America—from grammar school to high 
school to college.   

Editors note:   
     This article was written by the late Orlis Trone 
in  March, 2009.  It is as pertinent today as it was 
back then, so we are reprinting it. 


