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     I can’t believe 
we are already 
in the middle of 
July.  This year 
is flying by. 
     On May 1st, 
Carol Franich, 
Peggy Gray, 
Lorrie Olson 

and I attended the NvFRW 
Board of Directors meeting in 
Carson City.  Our lunch speak-
ers were Nevada Republican 
Party Chair Michael McDon-
ald; U. S. Representative Mark 
Amodei, Nevada; and U. S. Rep-
resentative Andy Biggs, Arizo-
na.  Each gave us a dismal pic-
ture of what has happened in 
Nevada and Washington D.C, 
however they also gave us rea-
sons to be optimistic. 
     On May 31st, the FRW as-
sisted the Northern Nevada Vet-
erans Coalition with the Memo-
rial Day Ceremony.   
     We lost our very own Joy 
Hidek on June 29th after a 1-1/2 
year illness.  We 
will miss her 
enthusiasm and 
her smiling face.   
We will keep 
her husband, 
Nick, in our 
thoughts and 
prayers as he 
transitions to his new life with-
out Joy. 
     I want to congratulate Carol 
Franich, Fourth of July Com-
mittee Chair, and her commit-
tee.  What a fabulous job they 
did!  The float was beautiful 

and perfectly fit the 
theme. We came in 
2nd place in our 
category, right be-
hind the Northern 
Nevada Veterans 
float.  The booth at 
the park was awe-
some! This year, 
Susan Knodell handled the 
booth and it was a wonderful 
success.  Photos of the float and 
the booth can be found on pages 
7 & 8.   
     Jeff and I had deaths in our 
families in the last couple of 
months.  We very much appre-
ciated the cards and concern 
from the members of the FRW.  
 

Anita Trone 
President 

 
 

Achievement:  Vida Keller & Peggy Gray 
Americanism:  Judy Williams 

Armed Forces/Homeland Security:   
Betty Mayne 

Audit (2020):  Lorrie Olson 
Budget:  Carol Franich 

Bylaws:  Peggy Gray 
Campaign:  Peggy Gray 

Caring for America:  Betty Mayne 
Elections (2020):  Lorrie Olson 
Fourth of July:  Carol Franich 

Hospitality:  Betty Mayne 
Leadership:  Lorrie Olson 
Legislation:  Peggy Gray 

Literacy:  Peggy Gray 
Membership:  Susan Knodell 

Newsletter:  Anita Trone 
Nominations (2020):  Vida Keller 
Publicity/Outreach:  Peggy Gray 

Scholarship:  Peggy Gray 
Ways & Means:  Judy Williams 

Garage Sale Subcommittee:  Trisha Zinda 
Silent Auction Subcommittee:  Betty Mayne 
Christmas Party Subcommittee:  MJ Dodson 

Website/Facebook:  Julianne Colombe 

Note:  Committees identified as 2020 will stay consti-
tuted until later in the year when, according to our 

bylaws, these committees will be reconstituted. 
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FRW Meeting . April 20. 2021 .  Left:  Daniel Honchariw, Senior Policy Analyst/Government Affairs, Nevada Policy Research Institute 

(NPRI)   Right:  Carol Franich, Anita Trone, Daniel Honchariw, Peggy Gray and Susan Knodell 

FRW Meeting . May 18. 2021 .  Peggy Gray; Susan Knodell; Carol Franich; Captain Sam Brown, U. S. Army, Retired; Amy Brown (wife); 
Tanner Durfee; Anita Trone and Vida Keller 

http://www.fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
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Check out our website:  fernleyrepublicanwomen.com 

 

FRW Meeting . June 14. 2021 .  Left:  Assemblyman Jim Wheeler, District 39  Right:  Carol Franich, Peggy Gray, Anita Trone, 
Assemblyman Jim Wheeler, Vida Keller and Susan Knodell 

     The Fernley Republican Women (FRW) is pleased to announce it has awarded two $500 scholarships 
to Laney Miller and Karli Burns, both students at Fernley High School. 
     Laney will be attending Truckee Meadows Community College starting in August 2021 and earning 
an Associates of Science degree then transferring to a university to complete a Bachelor of Science de-
gree.  She would like to work in the field of Forensic Science and possibly become a Forensic Investiga-
tor. 
     Karli will be attending University of Nevada, Reno, to earn a degree in Psychology and then pursuing 

a Master’s De-
gree in Behavior 
Analysis, using it 
to build relation-
ships with local 
native communi-
ties, incorporate 
spirituality and 
culture in coun-
seling, and re-
duce the obsta-
cles Native 
American people 
face when trying 
to receive mental 
health care.   

FRW Meeting . June 14. 2021 .  Left:  Scholarship Committee Chair Peggy Gray, Kasey Miller (proud mom), Laney Miller 
(winner), Karli Burns (winner),  Marlo Burns (proud mom) and Scholarship Committee member Susan Knodell 

http://www.fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
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The Nevada Federation of Republican Women’s (NvFRW) Legislative Day was held on the Fox Brew Pub patio.  Carol Franich, Peggy Gray, Lorrie Olson 
and I attended.  A number of Republican legislators spoke and, unfortunately, the message was pretty grim. 

The Nevada Federation of Republican Women’s (NvFRW) 
Board of Directors meeting was called to order by NvFRW Presi-

dent Janet Freixas 

Attending the NvFRW Board of Directors meeting from the FRW were Anita Trone, 
Lorrie Olson, Peggy Gray and Carol Franich 

http://www.fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
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Like us on Facebook:  Fernley Republican Women 

Luncheon speakers were Nevada Republican Party Chair Michael McDonald (left); U. S. Representative Mark Amodei (center), Nevada; and  
U. S. Representative Andy Biggs, Arizona (right) 

Anita Trone; U. S. Representative Andy Biggs, 
Arizona; and Carol Franich 

Churchill RW President Linda 
Hartweg and U. S. Representative 

Andy Biggs, Arizona 

NvFRW Americanism Chair Virginia Starrett gave a presenta-
tion.  She explained that 18 Republican women were elected to the 
House in the last election.  She had set up interviews with five of 

them.  Anita Trone played Beth Van Duyne from Texas.  

http://www.fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
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     On Monday, May 31, 
2021, the Northern Nevada 
Veterans Coalition held a 
beautiful Memorial Day 
Remembrance at the North-
ern Nevada Veterans Me-
morial Cemetery in Fernley.  
A flag adorned each grave 
of our fallen heroes.  The 
Fernley Republican Women 
assisted with counting at-
tendees and providing re-
freshments.  
     There were many FRW 
members and associates in 
attendance and we did not 
get photos of everyone. 

Betty Mayne, Russ & Pam Duckering, Peggy Gray, Candace McCarthy, Judy Williams and Anita Trone 

NvFRW President Janet Freixas 

Linda Carr, Carol Franich & Lorrie Olson 



The Right Side of  FERNLEY 

Page 7 Volume 16, Issue 3 

Susan Knodell, Lorrie Olson, Anita Trone & Carol Franich  

     The Fourth of July Committee led by Carol Franich outdid themselves this year.   
     Our float perfectly reflected the theme of “America’s Independence is Battle Born.”  Riding on the float were Lyon Coun-
ty Commissioner Wes Henderson playing Abraham Lincoln; FRW President Anita Trone playing  a women from the Civil 
War era; Sparks Republican Women (SRW) President Cher Daniels, playing a Confederate soldier; Cher’s husband, Bry-
an, playing a Union Soldier and SRW member Susan Denson playing another woman from the Civil War era.  The float was 
pulled by Mitch and Lorrie Olson’s truck.   The truck carried a sign that said, “Vote for Abe,” along with other beautiful 
decorations.  Candace McCarthy pulled a wagon and handed out candy.  We appreciate everyone who participated in the 
parade.  In the judging, we came in 2nd, right behind the Northern Nevada Veterans Coalition float. 
     The booth at Out of Town Park was managed by Susan Knodell.  She did an awesome job decorating and managing the 
booth.  We sold plenty of products, registered some voters and sold many raffle tickets. 
     Congratulations to the entire Fourth of July team for a job well done! 
     More photos on the following page. 
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Susan Knodell, Carol Franich, Lorrie Olson and Anita Trone 
display the FRW’s 2nd place ribbon for the float 

Susan Knodell, Carol Franich and Lorrie Olson  

Candace McCarthy, pulling a wagon filled with candy for the kids 
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July 20, 2021 
FRW Member Reception 

Fernley Community Center 
Guest Speaker:  

Assemblywomen Annie Black    

August 13, 2021 
FRW Bunco fundraiser 

1725 Bello Ct. 
Fernley, NV  89408 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 14, 2021 
6th Annual Basque Fry 
with Adam Paul Laxalt 

Corley Ranch 
859 US Highway 395 South 

Gardnerville, NV 89410 
Featured Speakers:   

U.S. Senator Tom Cotton of Arkansas  
Governor Ron DeSantis of Florida 

The Honorable Richard Grenell 
Matt Schlapp 

 
August 17, 2021 
FRW Meeting 

Guest Speaker: Jennifer Hockaday,  
Ms. Elite United States Woman of  

Achievement 2021 
 

August 20 & 21, 2021 
FRW Annual Garage Sale Fundraiser 

1050 Lasso Way 
Fernley, NV  89408 

 
September 21, 2021 

FRW Meeting 
Speaker to be announced 

Nominations committee to be elected 
 

September 23-26, 2021 
NFRW Biennial Convention 
JW Marriott Grande Lakes 

Orlando, FL 
 

October 19, 2021 
FRW Meeting 

Speaker to be announced 
2022 officer nominations to be announced 

 
October 22-24, 2021 

NvFRW Biennial Convention 
South Point Hotel 

Las Vegas, NV 
 

November 16, 2021 
FRW Meeting 

Speaker to be announced 
2022 officer elections 

 
December 21, 2021 

FRW Christmas/Installation Party 
2022 officers will be installed 

Location to be announced 

Meetings are held at the Fernley High School Library, 1300 Highway 95A in Fernley.  At 6:00 p.m.,  
we gather for a bite to eat.  Our program for the evening starts promptly at 6:30 p.m.   

For more information, contact President Anita Trone •  anitatrone@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
     Our annual garage sale is on August 20 and 21, 2021 and I would love to get volunteers signed up! Our current need is: 

 Helping clean, organize, and set up 2 weeks prior 

 Helping clean up 

 At least 5 volunteers per day 
     We will start advertising at the beginning of August per social media, Chamber of Commerce, and other local events and I 
will start accepting donations the first week in August. We welcome any tables, garment racks, and/or organizers. 
     I look forward to hearing from you.  You can reach me at trishazinda@kw.com or contact Anita for my phone number. 

 

mailto:trishazinda@kw.com
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Why drive to Reno when there is TOP QUALITY CHIROPRACTIC CARE in Fernley? 

 

The Fernley Republican Women encourage our readers to support the businesses that support us.   

We welcome advertising in The Right Side of Fernley.   
 

For more information, contact Julianne Colombe at 
sjaandj@charter.net  

Our newsletter is published quarterly and distributed 
throughout northern Nevada.  

Business card size ads are available for $25 per year.   
In addition to the newsletter, your ad will be featured on 

our website:   
fernleyrepublicanwomen.com and on our FACEBOOK 

page. What a bargain!!!! 
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FERNLEY REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S MISSION STATEMENT 
Fernley Republican Women is a group of women (and men as associate members) who share similar conservative 
values and ideals, and who are dedicated to increasing the influence and effectiveness of women in the cause of 
good government through political education and active political participation. 

Fernley Republican Women 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
2021 

 
Name _________________________________________ Home Phone ______________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________ Work Phone ______________________________ 
 
City _______________________ State _____ ZIP ________ Fax ___________________________________   
 
E-mail Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Birth Month and Day ___________________________      Year Joined ______________________________ 
 

 Regular Member   $40     Associate Member   $20       Patron   $50 + 
 
(An associate member is a woman who is a regular member of another Republican Women’s Club or a spouse or any Republican 
male interested in the Fernley Republican Women.  All associate members are non-voting members. 
If you are a member of another club, which one?  ____________________________________________________) 

 
The Fernley Republican Women will need a lot of help to keep our club running.  Committees need people to 
help with our various fundraising events and other activities.  Please review the following committees and vol-
unteer your assistance. 
 
Circle your choice(s): 
 
Achievement     Bylaws     Leadership     Nominations 
       
Americanism     Campaign     Legislation     Publicity/Outreach 
   
Armed Forces/     Caring for America     Literacy     Scholarship 
  Homeland Security   
     Elections     Membership     Ways and Means 
Audit  
     Fourth of July     Newsletter     Website/Facebook 
Budget  
     Hospitality      
    
WHO CAN WE THANK FOR REFERRING YOU?  ____________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO:  FRW, PO BOX 412, Fernley, NV 89408 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   
 
For Office Use Only 
 
Check No. _________________   Amount $_________________   Date Paid _________________________ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 
www.fernleyrepublicanwomen.com                                                                            Facebook:  link to Fernley Republican Women 

http://www.fernleyrepublicanwomen.com
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     Judging by political 
discord in America, about 
half of the nation believes 
we’re well on our way to 
some socialist authoritari-
an dystopia, and the other 
half believe we’re living in 
a country that has always 
been a racist machine for 
oppressive tyranny.  
     Cheery stuff for a 
Fourth of July weekend, 
right? 
     Certainly, the dim 

views of modern America are most prominent among the 
outskirts of our political extremes—but nonetheless, it 
still raises a question: What exactly are we celebrating on 
July Fourth? Is this weekend nothing more than a day of 
nationalist cheerleading for a bunch of treasonous colo-
nists from a few centuries back?  
     The truth is, the story of America—in all its flawed, 
tragic glory—is well worth a day of celebration, regard-
less of how modern politics have tarnished the way we 
view our fellow Americans.  
     The actions of a few rebellious colonies in the 1770s 
wasn’t merely a revolution against the world’s largest 
empirical power; it was a rebellion against what was pre-
viously understood to be the natural state of the human 
condition. It was an armed insurgency to establish the 
fact that individuals exist not for the benefit of a mon-
arch, a government or a collective, but for pursuing their 
own goals and dreams.  
     It was, at its core, a radical declaration that freedom 
means more than being afforded allowances by a king.  
     Of course, as any student of American history can at-
test, such a grand new experiment in individual freedom 
should have come with a consumer warning that 
“limitations and exclusions may apply.”  
     Despite the honorable mission to “create a more per-
fect union” in the new world, the practice of chattel slav-
ery continued. And settlers, pushing westward into the 
vast frontier, did so through a ruthless campaign of vio-
lence against the indigenous populations. Such tragic vio-
lations of human dignity were often done with a perverse 
confidence that such exploitation and oppression were 
somehow not at odds with the concept of liberty that gave 
birth to our newly independent state.  
     Indeed, the great experiment of American freedom 
was rife with contradictions, cognitive dissonance and 
injustice.  
However, such past injustice can still inform us with oth-
er reasons to celebrate. Each example should serve as a 
reminder of how much our nation has expanded its com-
prehension of our founding promise. From the early days 
of our republic, we have trended toward an ever more 
inclusive view of what it means to be a free people.  
     Throughout most of history, similar moments of hu-
man progress were merely brief allowances bestowed up-
on a people by those who rule them. The story of Ameri-

ca, on the other hand, is largely a story of citizens and 
activists—not some monarch or oligarchy—fighting to 
broaden the definition of who is entitled the right to indi-
vidual autonomy, and what that right entails in a rapidly 
changing world.  
     From the brave souls who risked life and fortune to 
smuggle escaped slaves into free states to Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s march on Washington, great swaths of Ameri-
can citizens have historically stood up to counter each 
tragic injustice and right our wrongs.  
     The story of America is, in other words, a story of “we 
the people”—not rulers, kings or political elites—
expanding the privileges, freedoms and rights promised 
by our founding documents.  
     The declaration that we are an independent state, 
comprised of free people, gave weight to an ideal that has 
guided much of our social and cultural progress—an ide-
al that has helped shape a world with a more inclusive 
reverence for the value of the individual human experi-
ence. To be sure, there are always serious threats to the 
continued expansion of such progress. Certainly, 
the intolerant contempt modern politics breeds among 
otherwise well-intentioned Americans poses one of the 
more significant challenges we currently face.  
     However, the value our world now places on the con-
cept of individual autonomy is, nonetheless, a notable de-
parture from historical norms—and today is a day where 
we celebrate a moment in history that ushered in this 
more enlightened new world order.  
     Our nation’s flaws aren’t something that should be 
ignored, whitewashed or excused. However, nor should 
they be reason to dismiss the historical importance of this 
day. In fact, it’s our nation’s shortcomings that grant us 
perspective on just how much progress has been made to 
further realize our founding principles.  
     America’s independence was the beginning of a brave 
“new world” where the disadvantaged, oppressed and 
impoverished would be capable of disassembling the sta-
tus quo. It’s a story of overcoming those who would rule 
us, while improving the state of the human condition—a 
story that is still being narrated through the actions we 
take every day. 
     And that, as much as the resolution approved by the 
Continental Congress 245 years ago, is certainly worth a 
celebration.  
 
 
     Michael Schaus began his professional career in the 
financial sector, where he became deeply interested in eco-
nomic theory and the concept of free markets. Over a dec-
ade ago, that interest led him to a career in policy and pub-
lic commentary—working as a columnist, a political hu-
morist and a radio talk show host. Today, Michael is direc-
tor of communications for the Nevada Policy Research In-
stitute and lives with his wife and daughter in Las Ve-
gas. Follow him on Twitter at @schausmichael. 

Editors note:  Thanks to Michael Schaus for allowing us to reprint his article.  


